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♦Congo: There has been no change in the Katangan gov- 
ernmehtfe decision announced on 23 December that its as- 
sembly was the sole valid authority to accept or reject the 
agreement made at Kitona; it now has announced that the 
assembly will meet on 3 January to vote on the matter. 
Tshombe agreed that Katangan deputies and senators would 
resume participation in the national parliament, and that 
Katangan representatives would take part in discussions on 
modifying the Congolese constitution on 3 January. A par- 
liamentary delegation from Katanga will leave today for 
Leopoldville; a communique of the Elisabethville govern- 
ment indicates that the delegation will bring proposals for 
constitutional changes. 

It is unlikely, however, that Tshombe by this move has 
decided to honor the Kitona agreement; he probably hopes by 
it to indicate his reasonableness, and to leave acceptance or 
T-pifipt inn sufficiently hazy to forestall forceful action against 

him. 


25X1 



^cretary General Thant and other top UN officials state 
that UN forces have been ordered to continue the "hold-fire" 
and that no military action is contemplated except in self-defense 
or to hold existing positions and communications. Also, no mil- 
itary action is contemplated against Jadotville or Kolwezi, 
they believe most of the white mercenaries are. Ralph Bunchy 
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fttates that Tshombe will be allowed up to one month to imple- 
ment his agreement at Kitona "to facilitate implementation of 
the UN resolutions"; this is presumably in regard to the ouster 
of the mercenaries. One UN official who was very concerned 
over the civilian casualties which had resulted from the Elis- 
abethville fighting said he had advised that the UN "lie low for 
the present^ 

The American consul in Elisabethville reports, however, 
that the "hold-fire" between UN and Katangan forces remains 
"fragile"; each side charges the other with making provoca- 
tive moves. The Katangan government, the consul reports, 
has reserved the right of freedom of movement for the Katan- 
gan forces. There is also reported to be very reliable infor- 
mation that the Katangan forces are taking advantage of the 
"hold-fire" to regroup and reinforce their forces in Elisabeth- 
ville. 

Prime Minister Adoula said in a 23 December radiobroad- 
cast from Leopoldville that the central government's determina- 
tion to end the secession of Katanga was "unshake able," The 
previous day, Adoula stated that he was unwilling to hold new 
talks with Tshombe. since "we have made all the compromises 
possible." 
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Syria: The 16- man Dawalibi cabinet announced on 23 
December is the unsatisfactory product of delay and compro- 
mise, It is a heterogeneous conglomeration of rightists and 
leftists which lacks representatives of the important Nation- 
alist party and influential leftist leaders. Apparently, coop- 
eration between the conservative Populist and Nationalist par- 
ties already has broken down less than a month after the 
parliamentary elections. There is reason to doubt that Dawa- 
libi will receive parliamentary approval of his cabinet, and an 
early cabinet reshuffle or even a new cabinet may be in the 
offing. 


i:^e 


India-Commonwealth:|^ew Delhi's enthusiasm for its 
Commonwealth relationship seems to be waning after several 
months of gradual deterioration in its relations with the Unil^d 
Kingdom. The immediate point of friction has been the Go^J 
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Episode, and particularly the frequent references to London’s 
14th-century pact with Lisbon. Among the other difficulties 
involved are London’s immigration policies toward Common- 
wealth members, differences of view on Congo matters, and 
especially New Delhi’s concern over Britain’s efforts to enter 
the European Common Market^ (Backup, 

Page 1) 


USSR: Ambassador-designate to the United States An^oly 
Dobrynin-“for whom Menshikov requested agrement on 21 De- 
cember- -is presently head of the American Countries Division 
of the Soviet Foreign Ministry. He served in Washington as 
minister- counselor of the Soviet Embassy during 1952-54 and 
was later undersecretary of the United Nations Secretariat in 
New York; he is 42, speaks excellent English, and impressed 
observers at the UN as being an astute diplomat who mingles 
easily with foreigners. Menshikov will presumably be as- 
signed in the Foreign Ministry in Moscow; he now is complet- 
ing a four-year tour in Washington and has served abroad since 
1953. ' I 
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trains on Indian Commonwealth Ties 

Jindian thinking about the future of the Commonwealth re- 
lationship appears to be reflected in the disdain Indian offi- 
cials showed for British efforts to keep them from resorting 
to force in Goa^ 


^^e major strain in Indian-British relations has been 
London's proposed entry into the European Common market, 
a move which could damage India's foreign trade at a time 
when New Delhi needs to inci‘ease exports to offset the heavy 
foreign exchange costs of its Third Five-Year Plan. The In- 
dians have been particularly concerned over what they regard 
as insufficient consultation with the underdeveloped half of the 
Commonwealth in the, UK’s moves toward the Common Marketjj 


Macmillan government, for its part, is increasingly 
tending to give less emphasis to Commonwealth opinion. In- 
dians were exercised over the debate in London on Britain's 
newly proposed Commonwealth immigration policies, which 
would limit the number of Indians allowed to enter the United 
Kingdom. London’s economic difficulties are also causing it 
to give close scrutiny to its extensive Commonwealth aid pro- 
gram, from which India has been a major beneficial^ 

Britain’s general dismay with India's forceful seizure of 
Goa and the other Portuguese enclaves, and its annoyance at 
the attitude taken by Indians connected with UN operations in 
the Congo, may combine to make London somewhat less in- 
clined to heed New Delhi's views on matters in Asia and Africa. 
Any shift is likely to be gradual, however, and the US Embassy 
in London has remarked on the matter-of-fact acceptance of 
the Indian resort to force on the part of Foreign Office and 
Commonwealth Relations Office officials despite the sharp pub- 
lic reaction. Moreover, officials feel that the Goa episode may 
enhance India’s standing with the Asian- Africans, in whose cou n 
cils they consider India is on the whole a good influenc ^ 
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